RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
strengthened Germany and enfeebled possible resist-
ance to her. The death of Austen when Neville was
within a few weeks of adding a Chamberlain to the
scroll of Prime Ministers must have seemed to him a
devilish tragedy. But, had Austen lived, would the
austerity of his scruples have forced him to try to
modify his brother's policy? Would he have felt
bound to stand with Churchill, with Eden, with
Cranborne and with Duff Cooper? Would his counsel
have deflected our policy from the course it actually
took? Or might not fraternal piety have prevailed
and should we have seen Austen holding up his
brother's hands in crisis and adversity as he had
sometimes succoured Stanley Baldwin? We must
not ignore the possibility that he would have found
Neville's conduct of foreign affairs beyond serious
reproach, though such approval would seem contrary
to known conviction.
Eden was succeeded by Halifax, a man equally
willing with Chamberlain to assign excellence of
motive to difficult characters. This charity of outlook
is admirable where purely personal relationships are
concerned. Where the safety of the community and
the law of nations are at stake it must have a limit.
At some moment, to quote Lord Halifax, we must
declare "Halt! Major road ahead." Chamberlain
and Halifax began their task hopefully. They thought
that Nazi ambitions were able to be sated before too
much would be lost, and that a rational psychology
would follow satiety. They tried to attribute to the
Nazi hierarchy the same decent instincts which in-
spired themselves. Halifax had to learn from ex-
perience that Goebbels was made of different stuff
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